The Square Knot (Reef Knot)
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A common knot made with two overhand knots. Square knots are used in first aid to tie bandages and to join two pieces of rope of the same thickness.
The Sheet Bend
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This knot looks like a bowline, but instead of making a loop, it joins ropes of different sizes. 
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 Make sure the two ends are on the same side of the knot.

	Clove Hitch
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	One quick method of tying, shown above, involves picking up the line with your right arm crossed over your left, palms down.  Uncross your arms and then move the left loop behind the right loop.  Throw the completed hitch over the end of a post or beam and work it snug.


Since the clove hitch has poor security properties, it should only be used as a hitch temporarily for non-critical applications.  Even at that, there are more secure hitches that can also be tied quickly, such as the pile hitch or the timber hitch.  The clove hitch is especially unable to deal with the load swinging or revolving, most strikingly evident on non-cylindrical beams.  It's even been used as a time-release hitch.  The clove hitch can sometimes become difficult to untie. 

It has utility as a crossing knot or crossing hitch if both ends of the rope are loaded. The clove hitch can be tied a half of a clove at a time so as to take up slack from the standing part of the rope, making it useful in finishing lashings where you don't want to lose too much tension on your wrappings and frappings.  You can deal with the security issue by adding single hitches at the end of your lashing as required. 


	Two Half Hitches
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	This is a reliable and useful knot for attaching a rope to a pole or boat mooring.
As it's name suggests, it is two half hitches, one after the other. To finish, push
them together and snug them by pulling on the standing part.


	Taut-line Hitch
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	Since it will only slide one way, the Taut-line hitch is often used on tent ropes.
The taut-line hitch will hold firmly on a smooth pole such as a scout stave. Place
rope end around pole, make a turn below it, then bring rope up across the standing
part around the pole and tuck through.


	Lark's Head
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	The Lark's Head is often used on small sailboats to fasten a jib sheet to the
clew since it is smaller and smoother than two bowlines would be and thus
less likely to get hung up or add to wind resistance. It is better to add a seizing.


 Tie a one-handed bowline 

This knot is indispensable if you only have one hand free and need a strong, stationary loop. It's exactly the same knot described above, but once mastered, takes a fraction of the time to tie it. 

Step 1: Grab it 

Pass the rope around your middle. Hold the working end out away from your body with your nondominant hand. 

Hold the free end with your dominant hand. Hold it about an inch or two from the end of the line with the line running up your arm. 

Step 2: Do the macarena! 

Okay, so it's not the macarena, but you'll do some wiggling with the hand that holds the free end. Don't let go of the free end! 

Put your hand over the working end. Wrap it under and bring it up next to your belly (assuming you've wrapped the rope around your middle). You should have formed a loop around your wrist. That's the hole in the rabbit diagram above. 

With your fingertips, wrap the free end around and up on the other side of the working end. (Which line is the working end again? It's the line that your non-dominant hand is touching. Take care that you don't wrap the free end around the loop of that's around your midsection.) 

For the final triumphant move, pull your hand, and the free end with it, down through the loop around your wrist. This might take some wiggling. 

Step 3: Tighten it 

Keep holding on to the free end with your dominant hand. Pull the working end away from you with your nondominant hand. You should have it! 

Step 4: Practice for emergencies 

Before you get stuck down a well or at the bottom of a cliff where someone must pull you up, practice doing the one-handed bowline with your practice rope around your middle. Once you get the hang of it, it'll be easy to wrap a loop around other obstacles, or perhaps someone unconscious, and tie the one-handed bowline in seconds. 

The Bowline

A knot to make a non-slip loop at the end of a rope. It is a rescue knot when tied around the waist.

The Bowline
"Lay the bight to make a hole
Then under the back and around the pole
Over the top and thru the eye
Cinch it tight and let it lie"
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