Fingerprint Patterns

Loop 
A loop pattern has one core and one delta. The core is the

ridges which loop back in the direction from which they came.

A delta is a triangular, or “Y” pattern, in which one side has ridges

that curve back to the direction from which they came.   
There are two kinds of loops: a radial and an ulnar loop. A radial loop on a right hand fingerprint has the core pattern ridges coming in and exiting from the left (like the example below). An ulnar loop has the core pattern ridges coming in and exiting from the right. 
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Whorls
A whorl has two deltas and one core. To identify a type of whorl, you draw an imaginary line from delta to delta. If the line intersects the ridges forming a circle pattern, then it is a plain whorl. If the line does not intersect, then it is a central pocket whorl. 
Plain Whorl
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Central Pocket Whorl
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Double Loop Whorl
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Accidental whorl

An accidental whorl has more than two deltas. 
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Arch

An arch has no deltas. 
Plain Arch
A plain arch pattern area just flows through the print with no significant changes.     
[image: image6.jpg]



Tented Arch
In the tented arch, there appears to be a delta, but it is not a valid delta because there is no recurving line which passes in front of the delta. 
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